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“While in the county jail I heard about Teen Challenge!” 
 

- by Roger Eppler              
 

Hi, my name is Roger Eppler.  I am a Cherokee Indian 
from Racine, Wisconsin.   

I grew up in a big family. I am the youngest of nine. Drugs, 
alcohol, and parties - that’s all life was to me – one big party.  My 
Dad was rarely home because he had to work so much to support 
us all.  My mom had all she could do to keep us fed and clothed. 

By the time I was 12, I was smoking, drinking, and 
smoking marijuana.  My sisters were all younger than me.   My 
brothers were all older and had no time for me.   

 
So, at 12 years old, I left home and ran away to 

Woodstock. 
 

I was gone for about a month.  When I got home, no one 
even seemed to care where I had been so I just came and went 
as I pleased.   

At 16 I met this wonderful girl and we went together for almost a year.  We were in a car 
accident and she was killed instantly.  I came out without a scratch or a mark on me.  God was 
looking out for me but I didn’t think so.  Why would He take her away from me?   

At 19, I got married and had three beautiful daughters who are now all grown up.  Their 
mother and I divorced and I started all over again with the drinking, drugs, living with one girl for 
awhile then moving on to another.  

This went on for about eight years until I finally had no place to go so I tried suicide.  Again, 
God was there. 
 

“I ended up in jail with nowhere to turn except prison.” 
 

I was in the county jail when I heard about Teen Challenge from a fellow inmate.  Ever 
since that day, God has done so many things for me. All the charges against me have been 
dropped. Every day just seems to get better. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 says that “we do not lose heart though outwardly we are wasting 
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is 
seen but on what is unseen, for what is seen is temporary but what is unseen is eternal.”  This is 
the promise which sustains me now. 

 
Roger just recently finished phase one here Milwaukee. He is now in the second phase of 

the program in Dallas, Texas. 
 
 



2003 BANQUET NEWS! 
 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 
 
You are invited to our 20th Anniversary Banquet and Auction to be held 

October 16th 2003 at the Midwest Express Center in Downtown 
Milwaukee.  Please consider: 

 
• Purchasing a table and bringing family or friends. This year we 

hope to sell 100 tables. 
 

• Donating an item for the auction.  Examples of items can be: 
 

Works of Art - Gift Baskets 

Sports Memorabilia of any kind 

Trips - Time Shares - Vacation Packages 

Lawn Equipment 

Vehicles of any kind 

 
 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO DOUBLE YOUR CONTRIBUTION? 
 

If you are employed by one of the following companies, they will match any contributions to Teen 
Challenge, dollar for dollar!  Just request a form from your supervisor when sending in your gift to us. 
 
3M Company – Abbot Labs – Aetna Ins. – AGC – Alabama Power Co. – Allied Ins. – American Airlines – 
American Express – Ameritech – Amoco – APAC, INC. – AT&T – BF Goodrich – Ball Corp. – Baltimore 
Sun News – Bankers Life & Casualty – Bankers Trust Co. – Bank of America – Barnett Banks Inc. – 
Baxter Healthcare Inc. – Bell HellicopterTextron – Boeing – Boston Dana Corp. – Bridgestone/Firestone 
Tire & Rubber Co. – Bristol Myers Squibb – Central Illinois Light No. – Chrysler – Church Mutual Ins. Co. 
– Citizens Bank & Trust – Coca Cola – Cooper Ind. – Cooper Tire and Rubber – Delta Airlines – Detroit 
Edison – Eli Lily Co., - Famous Barr – Fifth Third Bank – Firestone – First Bank – First Data Resources – 
First Federal – First Trust Corp. – Florida Power and Light Corp. – FMC Corp. – Ford Motor – Frito Lay – 
GE Capital – GE Meds Systems – Gerber Products Co. – GM – Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. –H&R 
Block Inc. – Hallmark Cards Inc. – Hercules Products, Inc. – Heritage Ins. – Hewlett Packard – Huffy 
Corp. – IBM – ICI – IDS Financial Ser. – Illinois Bell Telephone – Indiana Bell Telephone – ITT 
Continental Banking Co. – ITT Hartford – JC Penny Co. – James River Co. – Johnson Controls Inc. – 
Kentucky Fried Chicken – Kmart Corp. – Kraft USA – Louisiana Power and Light – Lubrival Corp. – 
Manville Co. – Marion Merrell Dow – McDonald Corp. – McDonnel-Douglas Corp. – McKesson Drug – 
Merrill Lynch – Met Life – Mobil – Montana Power Co. – Motorola – National City Bank – Nationwide Ins. 
Co. – New York Life Ins. – Northwestern Mutual Life Ins. – Olin Corp. – Pacific Bell – Pacific Enterprises 
Oil and Gas Co. – Packard Electric Div. of GM – PA Mutual Life Ins. – Phillips Petroleum Co. – Pitney 
Bowes – Pizza Hut – PNC Bank Indiana Inc. – Procter and Gamble – Provident Bank – Prudential Life 
Ins. – Radio Shack – Ratheon – RCA – Reynolds Aluminum Co. – RR Donnelley & Sons – Saturn Corp. – 
Sherwin Williams Co. – Society Bank – Sony Music – Southern Bell. 


